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From the Editor
The Sword of the Lord is one of the periodicals that
comes to my desk. Although the weekly publication
edited by John R. Rice does not always come in on my
theological wave-length 1 do invariably turn with interest
to the "Editor's Notes."
I am literally fascinated with Dr. Rice's commitment
to his ministry and mission; his love and devotion for his
family; his enthusiasm for living—his farm, his wife's
cooking, and his horse MacArthur; and his ability to
efficiently use his time. He prepares radio broadcasts
between breakfast and Sunday School: writes his books
seated in airport terminals; and seems to dictate all the
time. He seems to have either just arrived home or is
about to leave each time he composes his "notes."
It is, I suppose, my own schedule of recent weeks and
the weeks ahead that remind me of Dr. Rice's schedule.
This is convention time and April seems to be committee
month for me. Although I do not attend all these
conventions my schedule is such that I find myself
wondering if we will make the deadlines for the Visitor.
I suppose conventions and committees reflect the
mind-set of the establishment. It is hinted at in Bishop
Hostetter's article: The resolution of a problem or the
initial approach to a task is to appoint a committee or call
a convention. A news item in this issue reports planning
for an international congress on evangelism for 1974. I
suppose it goes without saying that it is easier to talk
about something than it is to do it and easier to organize
an effort than it is to carry it out.
The announcement that we will open the pages of the
Visitor to letters from readers was apparently read and
already responded to. The space devoted to this feature
will vary. In this issue we have used one-third of a page as
a starter.
The reaction to the article on the part-time ministry
(page eleven) will no doubt be varied. We need to keep in
mind that the conditions which prompted the article also
represent our own brotherhood's situation. Using the
1971 General Conference Minutes we find that half of
our congregations had (as of December 31,1970) 37
members or less; only 31 out of 175 congregations had
100 or more members; only six congregations had 200 or
more.
Whatever the future may be for any particular small
congregation it is obvious that the pattern of a full-time
ministry will for most be an unrealistic approach. This is
not a newly discovered problem nor is the part-time
ministry a new solution. What is called for is imaginative
thinking in relation to viability of the smaller local
fellowship and the ministry to such congregations.
Perhaps there are some "letters" among the readership
which could speak to this area of our church life.

"You are not what you think you are. What
you think, you are."
2
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Editorial

The Wind Has
Shifted
difficult to convey to those not present the spirit
i TandISmeaning
of Probe. It is difficult because it was a

spiritual experience. It is difficult to convey life and
enthusiasm by words. Something is lost in the telling.
The size was significant. More than 2100 registrants
from Canada and the United States were present. They
overflowed hotels and motels into the churches where the
youth unrolled their bedrolls on the floor and ate at a
"coffee house" set up in the basement of the convention
hotel.
The conference spanned the generation gap and the
cultural. All were there. They came in jeans and granny
dresses, pant suits and traditional attire. They sat on the
lobby floor and held prayer meetings in the halls.
In the mass meetings the singing was as expected from
Mennonite and Brethren in Christ—full and harmonious.
But there was a difference. Folk songs and the gospel
hymns were equally at home. The youth sang the
"straight" songs of their parents. Their parents clapped
hands to the rhythm of the guitar.
A significant feature of the Minneapolis experience was
the 250 small groups of eight which shared together at all
but two of the mass services. There is a unique dimension
to a convention experience when each one is placed face
to face and soul to soul with six or seven others who
covenant together to seek to be open, honest, and
responsible to each other.
It was not the variety in dress or age or music or
techniques alone which made Probe a great experience. It
was the moving of the Spirit. It was a reaffirmation of the
message—a message of integrity and power. It was to
discover anew what the 16th century anabaptists knew:
that commitment to discipleship is not the denial of
evangelism.
The Integrity of the Message
Probe affirmed that the gospel is not a code of behavior
nor a creedal statement. It is good news. The good news
that the kingdom of God is here and man can leave the
kingdom of darkness and sin, the realm of guilt, hate,
violence, and despair and become a new creation and live
at peace with God and others. It is the call to receive
Christ as Saviour and to follow Him as Lord.
There was concern that the Christ whom we preach
and to whom we call men to follow is the real Christ of
Scripture. It was affirmed that the Christ who saves is
also the same Christ who calls us to follow. The authentic
gospel message includes the cross both as a way to life
and a way of Me. A watered-down gospel is not really the
good news. An adequate hope cannot be based on an
inadequate gospel.
As one could expect not everyone placed the accent on
the same syllable when he pronounced the gospel. (This
could be said of the New Testament writers as well.)
Obviously no one was able to attend all of the 150
workshop sessions where no doubt more diversity would
be expressed, but one could not help but be impressed
with the overall basic agreement on the meaning of the
Gospel.
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Not Intimidated
A recognition that the saviourhood and lordship of
Christ are inexorably bound together did not deter the
evangelistic thrust. Those in attendance at Probe were
aware that the authentic message would separate and be
rejected just as in Jesus' time. Men must be permitted to
make the choice. But those in attendance were not
intimidated. Although the authenticity of the Gospel
cannot be measured by numerical response, there was
confidence that the very integrity of the message would
call for a hearing and there would be many, moved by the
spirit of God, who would respond.
The conference was reminded that certain truths of the
gospel which we as a group have held but which we were
hesitant to share are being discovered by other traditions
as they come anew to the scriptures. The principle stated
by Jesus in relation to stewardship remains in force in our
day—unfaithfulness will result in the treasure being taken
away and committed to another.
Evangelism and Gifts
We have had two problems with method in evangelism:
There has been the rather widespread tendency to restrict
evangelism to a narrow spectrum of ministries—
preaching and witnessing. The other tendency is- for
one to disparage the other person's ministry and exalt
one's owh.
One could not leave Probe without wrestling with the
truth that evangelism is not bound to any one method nor
does any one ministry have a monopoly on God's grace.
All things are ours and there are numerous channels
through which God's saving grace can flow.
As in the message itself the accent is varied, just so in
the method, the placing of the accent depends upon who
makes the presentation. Perhaps a better image than that
of the "accent" would be that of the orchestra. Here each
instrument with its own unique contributions, playing its
own part from the same score, and under the direction of
the same leader produces beauty of expression which any
one instrument or any single section could not do alone.
Or even better—the Pauline image of the church as a
body with individuals as members say something about
the role and the need of several gifts.
The Bright Future
However one would say it—the average or the
median—the age of the convention was lower than most
general church gatherings. All ages were present, but it
was a youthful conference. They helped to set the tone.
They added enthusiasm. They turned our faces forward
(which is not always easily done in our circles). Above all
they were dead-serious about evangelism. They had not
yet learned that it can't be done. They added the
ingredient of hope. No one will return from Probe
longing for the "good old days." The future of the
anabaptist group gathered in Minneapolis lies before
them.
Let me close with a rather "churchy" note. Probe '72
has been a confirmation of what we as a denomination
have, in our better moments, believed. We have known
that we gain nothing in watering down the gospel and its
demands. We have known that to separate love for God
and love for man is a fatal distinction which really denies
both. We have known that the traditions of men are no
substitute for life in the Spirit and obedience to Christ.
All of this was confirmed at Probe.
Probe was evidence that the Spirit is moving. The wind
has shifted. Let us as individuals, and as congregations,
and as a denomination hoist our sails and let the wind
blow.
Z

This is a commitment of the Jesus
way of life. A recent issue of the
National Observer featured the Jesus
movement as illustrated at Koininia
farms, Americus, Georgia, a ministry
started by the late Clarence Jordan.
The Jesus movement of today, the
aspects of it that are genuine, brings
r e b u k e to much e v a n g e l i c a l
shallowness.

John N. Hostetter
T^HIS IS the day of the evangelical
smorgasbord. One has a wide
selection under the caption of
evangelicalism.
Some evangelicals advocate the
total destruction of North Vietnam to
bring liberation to the South, and to
have the United States, as they say,
come through victorious. They can
sing "My Jesus I love Thee, I know
thou are mine;" and follow with "My
country, 'tis of thee, sweet land of
liberty . . ."; and one is not sure
which carries for them the greatest
meaning.
Some evangelical biblicists fairly
ooze with prejudice and bias toward
the unfortunate and racially subjugated of our day.
There is an evangelicalism that
accepts the treasure of eternal life as
found in the Lord Jesus Christ, but
shuns a committed life that would
revolutionize their daily living.
Some evangelicals combine salvation in Christ with commitment
to Christ and purpose by God's grace
that all Christians shall be bearers of
the good news. Their passion is the
The writer is the bishop of the Central
Regional Conference at which annual conference this message, abridged for this article,
was presented.
Prior to serving as bishop. Bishop Hostetter
was pastor of the Clarence Center congregation
for twenty-five years (1928-1953) and editor of
the Evangelical Visitor for twenty years 119471967).

salvation of their fellowmen and they
share in an active ministry to meet
physical and mental needs of a suffering world.
Others, while believing that man is a
sinner and needs salvation, give the impression that changing the patterns of
society can salvage the future for the
betterment of man.
Where do we as a Brotherhood fit into this variety? What are our
priorities or what should be our
priorities?
I. The church's most important
person is the Lord Jesus Christ.
The Apostle Paul was a learned
man, a zealous man, even a religious
man, but he fought against the Lord.
Following his encounter with Jesus
Christ on the Damascus road and a
Christian walk and ministry of some
thirty years note the strength of his
personal faith.
". . for I know whom I have
believed."
There is quite a difference between
whom and what.
What can be an idea or a thing.
Whom identifies a presence.
It is good to know what you believe
but it is not good enough.
I have noticed that most of our
irritations and differences grow out of
what we believe, not whom we believe.
The doctrine of the Brethren in
Christ Church includes commitment—discipleship—the learner's
program.

II. The church's most important asset
is people.
A difficult line to discover and
maintain is where the church changes
from being a fellowship to being an
organization. Program and oranization have a tendency to get stronger
and stronger while fellowship gets less
and less.
We have not always learned to love
people for who they are and what
they are.
Program and organization, idiosyncrasies that were person-centered
rather than Christ-centered, have had
a tendency to take priority. I have
used the past tense. We are still too
close to properly evaluate the present.
A little history may be in order. In
1935 a committee of twelve was appointed by the General Conference.
Their assignment was a revision of the
Constitution and Bylaws. I was the
junior member of that committee. The
end result of the committee's work
represented the thinking of at least a
sufficiently large enough segment of
the church for this work to be adopted.
That committee built organizational
framework into church life to a degree
that was not done heretofore. The
committee did not mean to be legalistic. They were just not wise enough to
stay away from it.
That particular mood of the church
carried through the rest of the thirties
and on into the forties. About the midforties we knew we were in difficulty.
What does an organization do when
they get into difficulty? Appoint
another committee! This one was
known as the " I n d o c t r i n a t i o n
Committee." I served on that committee also. Its purpose was obvious.
By 1940 and 1950 there was a
growing sense that God had a better
way for us. I was one of the restless
ones. I gathered together certain data,
details of facts and figures as of the
late twenties when I entered the
ministry, and facts and figures for the
end of the forties.
I took the figures to the University
of Buffalo and they referred me to a
man who was considered an expert on
population data. My question to Dr.
Yeracarous was simply this: based on
ethnic considerations and other
Evangelical Visitor

necessary factors, the church population figure of 1929 should normally
show what growth over a twenty year
period?
The answer came out this way:
membership-wise we should have
been 1,000 higher. This meant that
1,000 youth, born into Brethren in
Christ homes, had gone. And it also
meant that for every newcomer to the
church during that twenty year period
that many more youth had gone.
Allow me to summarize a bit:
1. I am confident that many of the
above mentioned youth were and are
Christians. They are elsewhere. You
can name them and so can I. They love
and serve our Christ, but to them, the
then "circumsion" of the church was a
man-made burden.
2. Do not interpret my reference to
church life of yesterday as meant to be
reflective. I would like to vouch for the
sincerity of all twelve of the 1935
committee. Church administration at
best had a high degree of humanity
involved. I have no information at
hand that says we will be graduated
"magna cum laude" in present day
administration.
3. The acknowledgments of human
limitations in our decision making will
make necessary future change less
emotional.
4. If people are the church's most
valuable asset, here is where a high
percentage of our time must go.
Jesus wept over people. He got
angry at a religious system.
III. The church's most important
task is mission.
Involvement
We are having a rebirth of personal
involvement in the ministry of the
church. This emphasis is coming
through with increasing tempo,
particularly in evangelism. Coral
Ridge and Campus Crusade have been
used of the Lord to give new vision and
leadership to personal soul winning.
Most
of
us—pastors
and
laymen—have no problem with the
theology of I Corinthians 12, where
the church is pictured as the body of
Christ. Individuality is here identified,
even though equally strong one is a
part of the whole.
Fellowship
The emphasis of small group
meetings is a valid attempt to bring
about an openness in spiritual conversation. All of us have a tendency to
build walls between each other. All of
us carry something of a facade. We are
not quite sure that we want others to
know what is really going on behind
the front. This is not an indictment of
hypocrisy, it is simply an acknowApril25,1972

ledgment that, whatever may be the
reason, we are not truly open to one
another.
Is this openess something we should
foster in the life and ministry of the
congregation? May I report to you
that these small group sessions are not
new. I was in many of them. The
atmosphere that came with many altar
services in our yesterday, led to openhearted expressions by many who had
stayed to pray.
Peace and Social Concerns
As the catastrophic war in Viet
Nam winds down and the military
draft likely comes to a halt in '73, our
service-mindedness will enter a new
phase. Can the church pick up the
challenge sufficiently to motivate a
growing number of our youth to do a
two-year VS program? We thank the
Lord for a growing number of retired
people who have and are giving a part
of their retiring years to meaningful
service. This example on the part of
older Christians, we trust, will inspire
youth to do a period of senuce as
something of an orientation to life
itself.
As much as we might hope and
pray, the prospects for a warless world
are dim. Our biblical stance on conscientious objection to war has had much
opportunity for witness during this
century. No one is able to predict the
future. If as a Brotherhood we con-

tinue to base our peace witness on a
biblical understanding we will be
qualified to maintain a peace position.
Are we listening to the cries of
physical needs that literally vibrate
throughout the world? We need to be
wary of many calls which guise themselves as ministers to the poor and
orphans. Some are honest and
genuine. Others use the emotion involved to fill their own coffers. As a
Brotherhood we support MCC as a
channel for our relief money and
goods. World Relief Commission of
NAE is also doing an excellent
ministry. These agencies place a high
percentage of the dollar at the actual
point of need.
Each generation must serve in its
peculiar setting, perfection in operation is not within the scope of human
limitations. Perfection in devotion and
commitment places our ministries
within the bounds of Divine mercy and
grace and God's overruling providences.
May the message of Good News be
given clearly, the Lord Jesus Christ
always in the center.
May we see people as the object for
which Christ died, seeing human
values as having primary importance.
May our sense of mission be
divinely directed, seeking to engage in
such work as will truly build the
kingdom of Christ now and in eternity.

Letters to the editorInterested in Jesus People
Please send me a copy of the Dec. 10, 1971
issue of the Visitor or the reprint of the article of
"The Jesus Revolution." I am interested in the
"Jesus Movement" and the "Jesus People." If
you have any other articles or news reports on
this subject could you please send them to me.
Columbus, Ind.
Denise Byers
More Articles by B in C Writers
We appreciated your publishing Merle
Musser's letter concerning the Jesus People and
their movement (March 10).
We would appreciate more articles written by
our own church leaders. Many of the articles in
the Visitor we read in other religious periodicals,
so they are second-handed.
Mount Joy, Pa.
Mrs. Lester Wolgemuth
Lord speaks through "Little Man"
I was encouraged to see the item in the recent
Visitor inviting letters to the editor. It's hard to
tell what kind of response you'll get, but for
some time I have hoped that such a column
might stimulate the "grass roots" to share their
insights with the rest of the brotherhood. This
dynamic seems especially crucial with our concept of the church and our perceiving that the

Lord speaks often to the church through the
"little man" . . .
Elizabethtown, Pa.
Glen Pierce
New Department has "Best Wishes"
After glancing through the current issue
(March 25) of the Visitor ]u%\. received (a more
thorough perusal will be made later) I remarked
to my wife that the editor is going to start a
department in the Visitor for "Letters to the
Editor."
She remarked (she is old enough to
remember), "They used to print testimonies.
They often were long-winded, and people who
had something worthwhile to say didn't write."
I replied, "If you could incorporate that in a
letter to the editor I imagine he might print it."
Her reply: "Well, I'm not going to do it."
The above was written on impulse and as you
see I am using the Kraft paper in which the
Visitor was wrapped as stationery. I guess if
there is any purpose in this letter it is the hope
that not too many readers will take the attitude
of my wife and if my letter doesn't appear, I
won't worry because I have a very healthy
respect for the editor's "blue pencil."
Best wishes for the success of the new
department.
name withheld

THE CHURCH IN CHINA
from page sixteen

try, and the religious undertakings in those days were in
the hands of the foreign missionaries. After the liberation
many of these foreign missionaries realized that the
consciousness of the Chinese people has enhanced, and
when they saw this, many of them applied themselves to
leave China after the liberation. So many of them left our
country. There are also foreign missionaries who use their
religion as their cloak and carried out activities that are
detrimental to the interests of the people. With regard to
these people, some of them were deported out from
China and some of them were arrested, according to law.
Not only Walsh was arrested because of espionage
activities he carried out; there is also another Italian
called Martino . . . . On October 1,1950, he attempted
to shoot in Tien An Men, because October 1 is a national
holiday and people are celebrating the national holiday in
Tien An Men. And this person, Martino, attempted to
shoot in Tien An Men in order to kill the leadership of
our country and with the people the government arrested
him according to law.
The Father was French-educated? By French priests?
Yes.
Do you speak French? No. When we studied, we
studied Latin.
The seminary you went to was here in Peking? Where
you studied to be a priest? Yes. In Peking.
All Chinese priests then on the faculty? There were also
French faculty.
Were they spies, the ones on the faculty then, or were
they good priests? Well, among them, there were some
good and there were some bad.
Do the Chinese priests marry now since the liberation?
No, they do not marry.
You say there are no more altar boys, and I understand
very few young people come to your church. Therefore,
they will not be church-goers, they will not be practicing
Catholics, let's say. Does that mean eventually the
Chinese Catholic church will die out as the old members
die off and one day there will be no Chinese Catholic
church, because everybody will be dead? Well, China is a
country of multi-religions and multi-nationalities, and in
our country we have the freedom of religious belief.
How many come to church? If they come in big
numbers, as many as 500. But in times when there are a
very few people, just a few.
Mostly old people? More old people, and fewer among
the young people.
Do you know if there are any Protestant churches in
Peking? There are.
Do you know how many or what the names are? We
don't know, but we know that there are.
Is there a bureau of religion or department of religion in
the government? There is a civil-affairs bureau in the
government, and they also handle the questions of
religion. If there is any problem involved with the church,
then we may ask their assistance.
Father, do you feel as close to God as, let's say, a priest
in Germany who has his allegiance to the Vatican, or do
you feel like you are choosing a different way to God? I
believe in the Catholic doctrine, and as you know, we love
our great leader, Chairman Mao, our motherland, and
also are led by the Communist party. We regard this as
proper. Those are the things that we should do. And we
regard those foreign priests who have carried out the
work of subversive activities or instruments toward the
Chinese people, those acts are not in conformity with the
Bible. We regard that what we have done is more in

conformity with the doctrine of the Church as well as the
Bible.
What contribution do you think the church can make to
society in China under Chairman Mao and the People's
Republic? Well, we are doing our part together with the
people of the whole country in construction of socialism
in our country.
The announced doctrine of Communism is atheism.
Chairman Mao, and I suppose Premier Chou En-lai, are
atheists, as are many other officials, I would think. How
does he feel about serving the purposes of a government
whose leaders don't believe in the existence of what he says
a mass for? Well, the Communists are atheists, but this
will not hinder us from our contribution to the
construction of socialism. There are policies as formulated by the Communist party that provide for those
people who believe in religion, provide a freedom of
religious belief, so in this way we can construct socialism
together with the people of the whole country.
How many confessions would Father hear in a week?
Every week there are confessions. Several dozen.
o

Dr. Beachy Named
General Chairman,
Messiah Home Campaign
Dr. Ivan Beachy, prominent Carlisle, Pennsylvania,
obstetrician and gynecologist, has been named General
Chairman of the campaign to raise funds for the Messiah
Home re-location campaign. This announcement was
made recently by Bishop Henry A. Ginder, Moderator of
the General Conference. Dr. Beachy is a member of the
Carlisle Brethren in Christ Church.
As General Chairman, Dr. Beachy will head a
committee composed of approximately 25 clergy and
laymen of the Brethren in Christ Church. The campaign
is scheduled to begin August 12 with the opening of the
program offices at the Messiah Home, Harrisburg.
Dr. Beachy spent his early years in Somerset County,
Pennsylvania; born into an Amish home he later became
a member of the Mennonite Church. He attended
Messiah College for one year, then graduated from
Wheaton College in 1960, and received his medical
training at Western Reserve University, Cleveland,
Ohio. Both his internship and residency were spent at the
Harrisburg (Pennsylvania) Hospital.
His alternative service years, spent at the University
Hospitals, Cleveland, were important ones, for here Dr.
Beachy met his future wife who was enrolled in the
School of Nursing. Lois Eshelman had been born in
Rhodesia, the daughter of missionary parents, and had
come to the United States when she was 14 years old.
Her father, the Rev. Charles Eshelman, later became
Dean of Messiah College. She received her A. B. at the
Western Reserve University School of Nursing in 1956.
The Beachys have four children: Robert (11), Michael
(9), Jeffrey (7), and Patricia (1 Vi).
Dr. Beachy is a dedicated Christian layman who
devotes at least one day each week to his church. He is
the Director of Christian Education, Chairman of the
Planning and Development Committee, Member of the
Church Board, and a Sunday School Teacher in his own
church. The Rev. Walter Winger is his pastor.
Church leaders planning the Messiah Home
development program feel fortunate to have secured Dr.
Beachy's acceptance to serve as the General Chairman.
Evangelical Visitor

Religious News

Carl F. H. Henry Nears 60,
Sees '73 As Exciting Year
An American theologian—with a heavy
vocational commitment to Christian education,
evangelism and social justice—sees 1973 as a
year of remarkable coalescence for concerns to
which he has devoted 40 years of energy.
Dr. Carl F. H. Henry became a convert to
Christ as a Long Island newspaperman in 1933,
and has written and edited nearly three dozen
books on recent religious trends. Although he
will mark his 60th birthday on January 22 next
year, Henry says he is "just now finding his best
stride" and that his most significant evangelical
contributions hopefully "still lie ahead." That is
a noteworthy prospect from one who served as
founding dean of Fuller Theological Seminary,
founding editor of Christianity Today magazine,
and as a founding director—and currently
president—of the Institute for Advanced Christian Studies.
A buoyant scholar, who says that "ideas are
my platform," Henry has been called "the
thinking man's Billy Graham." The famous
evangelist and the theologian have known each
other since student days at Wheaton College,
and Graham served as honorary chairman of the
1966 World Congress on Evangelism in Berlin
of which Henry was chairman. Not a few
observers consider Henry the most formative
intellectual influence in Protestant evangelical
circles during the present generation. In his
History of American Christianity, H. Shelton
Smith reprints Henry's essay, "Dare We Revive
the Modernist-Fundamentalist Controversy?"
as one of the shaping essays of the American
religious outlook.

Emotional Problem Cited
As Girl Bleeds Mysteriously
A pig-tailed fifth grader who is active in the
New Light Baptist Church has been bleeding
mysteriously from the hands, feet, and side
although she has not been cut or punctured.
Cloretta Starks, a choir girl and usherette,
calls it "weird." Her physician says it's the result
of "emotional reasons, probably relating to her
religious beliefs."
A number of cases have been reported in
history of persons suffering "stigmata," or
replica bleeding of the wounds of Jesus Christ.

Evangelical Leaders Announce 1974
European Evangelism Congress
Evangelist Billy Graham and a group of
evangelical leaders from five continents announced that an International Congress on
World Evangelization will convene in Europe in
1974.
The group, said the congress—to be
sponsored by many of the world's evangelical
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church leaders—will meet in the late summer or
early fall of 1974. Between 3,000 and 5,000
delegates from throughout the world will be
invited to participate.
The congress will be. in effect, a call to the
Church to "finish the task of proclaiming the
Gospel to the world in our generation," said
presiding chairman, The Right Reverend A.
Jack Dain, Assistant Bishop in the Anglican
Diocese of Australia. Discussion of strategy to
accomplish that goal should be high on the
agenda, he added, and the entire realm of
missions should be included as part of the single
emphasis on worldwide outreach.

Brethren will Drop
Defense Investments
All holdings in corporations directly involved
in defense or weapons-related industries will
be dropped by the General Board of the Church
of the Brethren.
The vote, not unanimous, was seen as an
attempt by the denomination to bring its investment practices into line with its peace
pronouncements.
The church officials also voted to sell
$248,813 in U. S. Treasury bonds and not to
purchase new governmental securities that
might channel funds into military appropriations.
The board of 25 members also voted to
withhold investments from companies failing to
practice fair and equal employment opportunities, and from banks or firms which
transact business with governments having
apartheid policies.

Wesleyan Church Plans
2nd General Conference
The second General Conference of The
Wesleyan Church, a denomination formed in
1968 by the merger of The Pilgrim Holiness
Church and The Wesleyan Methodist Church,
will be held June 20-25, 1972, at the Junaluska
Assembly Grounds, Lake Junaluska, North
Carolina.
The conference will hear a recommendation
from its Committee on Merger Exploration
urging that study of merger with the Free
Methodist Church be continued and that plans
be drawn. Another consideration of the General
Conference will be the formation of a Wesleyan
World Fellowship.

Franciscans to Honor Billy Graham
Evangelist Billy Graham has been named
recipient of the 1972 Franciscan International
Award for "true ecumenism."
The Southern Baptist clergyman will receive
the Roman Catholic honor at a dinner, April 21,
in suburban Bloomington.
Mr. Graham was chosen for the award
because of "his sincerity and authenticity in
presenting the Gospel of Christ," according to
the Conventual Franciscan Friars of Prior Lake,
Minn.

Prisons as Unjust
As Slavery—Judge
"I am persuaded that the institution of
prison probably must end," said a federal judge
in Madison, Wis.
U.S. District Judge James E. Doyle added
that prisons were in many respects as intolerable
as slavery.

Judge Doyle made the remarks after ruling
that Juan C. Morales, a Waupun State Prison
inmate, was to be allowed to correspond unhindered with his sister-in-law. Censorship of
prison mail and taboos on writing to certain
persons, the jurist declared, violated a prisoner's
constitutional rights.

President Vows Legislation
To Help Nonpublic Schools
The President of the United States promised
Catholic educators "specific measures designed
to preserve the nonpublic school system."
Speaking in Philadephia to 11,000 priests,
nuns and lay teachers in convention sponsored
by the National Catholic Education Assn., the
President said he did not want to raise "false
hopes" of early relief to the financially hardpressed parochial schools, which he said educate
about 10 per cent of American children. He
cited the "hard realities" of the constitutional
separation of church) and state and the
difficulties of getting tax measures through
Congress.

Report Widespread Revival
Visiting So. Vietnam
Central Highlands
A revival "greater than anything I've ever
seen" has been reported by veteran missionary
John Newman in the Central Highlands of
Vietnam.
Eighty churches have been visited by spiritual
renewal, the Overseas Crusades missionary told
Evangelist Merv Rosell in a cassette. Some
10,000 Christians have made restitution
following wrong deeds, have confessed sin and
have given past-due tithes and offerings to their
churches.

Free Presbyterians' Ian Paisley
Emerging as Voice for Moderation
The Rev. Ian Paisley, in the news recently
following his participation in militant Protestant extremism in Northern Ireland, is emerging
as the single best hope of containing the
Protestant backlash threatening to plunge
Ulster into civil war.
The Moderator of the small Free
Presbyterian Church of Northern Ireland, so
recently denouncing the growing Roman
Catholic civil rights movement, has won praise
from both Conservative and Labor Parties in
England, newspapers in London and Dublin and
Protestant moderates in Belfast.

LI. S. Seaman Seeks Sanctuary
In Japanese Church
Following the Palm Sunday Service in a
Tokyo Japanese church, a 19-year-old
American sailor rose, expressed to the congregation of the United Church of Christ his opposition to the Vietnam war, and asked for
"symbolic sanctuary" during his AWOL experience.
Apprentice seaman 2nd class Todd Looney
had remained in Japan when his ship, the USS
Hancock, an aircraft carrier, returned to the
Tonkin Gulf. He said he would go from the
church to the American Embassy where he
would appeal for non-combatant status.
The pastor, the Rev. Teruji Hirayama, had
expressed earlier to the congregation his resounding conviction that the only Christian
position is opposition to military power.

[NOTE: The following article was prepared by Dr.
Virginia Kauffman, the only remaining career missionaryphysician on the African Brethren in Christ field. The
urgency of the need for medical personnel and her personal
concern for the total medical mission effort comes through
very clearly. It should speak to us as a constituency in this
time of crisis and decision. —Glenn H. Hoffman, M.D.,
Member of Board for Missions.!

Time to Close
Mission Hospitals?
R. Virginia Kauffman, M.D.
Phumula Mission Hospital
p E R H A P S you have heard that
-*- doctors and nurses are needed on
the African mission field. But have you
heard how desperate the situation is?
Something must be done immediately
if our mission hospitals are to continue
to serve people.
As of today there is no doctor at
Macha hospital in Zambia, with no
one in sight to fill that role. With
Macha Hospital being a teaching institution for Zambia-enrolled nurses, it
is imperative that a doctor be there,
preferably one prepared to do surgery
because of the training program. What
will happen if we do not fill the
vacancy SOON? The most likely
consequence is that the Zambian
government will place one of their
doctors at Macha. Since there is an
excess of doctors in Zambia at the
m o m e n t — many of them from
communist countries—it will not be
difficult for them to do this. The choice
of medical personnel will not be ours
in this event. Once the government
"has its foot in," they probably will
not readily withdraw, if at all.
Now let us look at Rhodesia. Here
we have two hospitals, with a doctor at
each. The doctor at Mtshabezi
Hospital will be completing his term of
Voluntary Service the beginning of
July, with no one in sight to take his
place. That will leave one doctor on
the mission field, whose third term will
be completed in August 1973. That
may look like quite a while ahead, but
it is not at all too soon to be looking
for a replacement. The Rhodesian
government does not have sufficient
doctors to fill all their vacancies, so
there is not the danger of their placing
anyone at our hospitals. Instead, the
hospitals will just be without a doctor,
and will eventually close because of
the Jack of personnel and funds.

The nursing situation here in
Rhodesia is also desperate. Mtshabezi
Hospital, which should have at least
two nurses, now has only one. Wanezi
Clinic and Phumula Hospital each
have only one nurse. Two of these
three missionary nurses will be going
home before the end of the year,
leaving one nurse where four should
be.
Why don't we use national help in
these situations? There are several
African State Registered Nurses at
Mtshabezi who are a big boon to the
program there, but it is difficult to
keep anyone for a long period of time
—so necessary to provide continuity.
The reason the national nurses do not
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Dr. R. Virginia KaufTman, assisted by I.aizah
Moyo, national nurse, at Phumula Hospital,
Rhodesia.

stay for long is that mission hospitals
cannot compete with government
hospitals in salary, even though they
receive the full grant given to the
mission hospital by the government for
their wages. The best mission hospitals
are given only 50% of what government salaries are for the same qualifications, so that any increased
remuneration would have to come
from mission funds. Many of the
national nurses are not willing to work
for 50% of government wages; they
would rather sit at home doing nothing
than to take a smaller wage. One
needs a real "missionary heart and
vision" to work for the wages paid by
our mission hospitals. We would be
only too happy to pay them more, if
we had the money.
How are our hospitals financed? We
do charge fees to the patients,
to page ten

AFRICA MEDICAL
FINANCIAL SUPPORT
(Average of 1968-69)

Outside Sources
& Govt. Grants

USA Gifts &
BFM Budget

Nearly three-fourths of the medical costs in African missionary hospitals are
borne by outside sources and government grant-in-aid. (From Where Does All the
Money Go?, page 7, available from your pastor or the Elizabethtown Mission
office.)
Evangelical Visitor

A Prodigal Returns
Mr. Mususa beside a baptismal "pool" near the Chikanta Church.

Grace Holland
Choma, Zambia
W E LOOKED UP eagerly as the
v v
VW Kombi pulled into Sikalongo
Mission with a new student for the
Bible School. The name, Mususa, was
a little strange for these parts, but the
gracious manners, the little black
mustache and the twinkling eyes gave
promise of an attractive personality.
That was two years ago and the first
impressions proved true. It was exciting to see the spiritual growth that
took place.
Tinarwo G. Mususa had been born
into the Shona tribe in Rhodesia and
had sometimes attended the Church of
Christ not far from his home, but as he
developed into manhood he went to
seek his fortune in the coal and copper
mines to the north.
Here in the rough life of the
compounds of Zambia, Mr. Mususa
almost forgot about the church, and
for years followed the inclinations of a
young man without restraint. "I did
just about every kind of sin," Mr.
Mususa says now, "but it didn't
satisfy." The day came when, like the
prodigal son, his thoughts turned
homeward.

He returned to Rhodesia for awhile
and there chose himself a wife. But it
wasn't until he returned to Zambia
and settled near a Brethren in Christ
church that the spiritual transformation took place.
In 1968, Alpheus Munacljonga
became pastor at the Chikanta
Church. Here in a community torn by
dissension and
misunderstanding,
Alpheus and his wife began to build
bridges of friendship. They visited
homes, helped people, and became
very much a part of the community
life. The results showed in the church,
and men like Tinarwo Mususa began
to attend.
Finally Mr. Mususa turned again to
the Lord with his whole heart. It was
then that Pastor Munachonga got the
idea that he should go to Bible School.
But where would the money come
from? Mr. Mususa had no savings to
use, and though the fees were not high,
it would cost something.
Pastor Munachonga said he would
try to help a little. So in a culture
where every cent is needed for the
basics of life, and with a large family
and two orphan nephews to put
through school, Mr. Munachonga
produced a small check to get Mr.
Mususa started on his way.

That was how he came to Bible
School in January, 1970. Mr. Mususa
applied himself to the studies and
learned well. It was encouraging to see
him put on his glasses and bend over
his desk comparing verses in his own
Shona Bible with the English and
Tonga versions.
Preaching was a little more difficult,
because the language spoken in the
mining compounds where Mususa had
lived was a mixture of languages instead of real Tonga. And there was a
somewhat new vocabulary of spiritual
terms which he had not used before.
But if he was to preach to the Tonga
people of Zambia he would have to
know how to speak to them of
spiritual truths.
Though Mususa felt concerned
about his language, and sometimes
apologized about it when he got up
to preach, he was always goodnatured. When in class the other
students grinned about some construction he used he grinned right
along with them. But language did not
hinder his witness. One of his
specialties was the Friday afternoon
visitation time, when he could sit down
with the people in their courtyards and
discuss the things of God.
After some months Mrs. Mususa
also came to stay at the Bible School.
She attended some of the classes,
bringing their two small children with
her. As often as she could, she went
along for the Friday visitation, too.
The Mususas especially liked the
week-long evangelistic trips which the
Bible School staff and students made
at the end of each term. Here days and
evenings were spent in visiting and
preaching. But at night around the
to page ten

Left: Mrs. Mususa stirs porridge while Miss
Fannie Longenecker stirs the fire.

TIME TO CLOSE HOSPITALS?
from page eight

although this is a very small percentage of the income. Some cannot
afford to pay at all, and in order to
receive government grants we are
obliged to treat them, even though
they cannot pay. (I am sure that our
Christian hearts would not see it
otherwise, even if the government did
not require it.) To raise the fee
schedule in an effort to meet the
financial needs of the hospitals is
almost impossible due to the low
income of the people.
We do get occasional gifts from
those of you interested in medical
missions, and we do appreciate everything that has ever come—whether for
some special project or just for
operating expenses. Although I must
say that these gifts are also a small
percentage of the required money, I
am not belittling what you have done.
The major portion of the income to
the hospitals comes from government
grants. A small amount is paid annually for the number of approved beds in
each clinic and hospital, and a small
amount is paid for each hundred outpatients treated through the year.
However, the bulk of government aid
comes in the form of grants paid to the
missionary medical staff. The money
in these grants does not come to us

personally, but is put "in the pot" for
hospital operations.
Without these grants to the missionary staff, the medical program as it
exists now could not function. For
instance, some might say that
Phumula Hospital should not be
staffed by a doctor, but be supervised
by a nurse. But the grant received
from the government for the doctor is
the largest amount in grant aid
received by the Phumula Hospital.
Take away the doctor (and consequently the doctor grant) and it would
be no time until there would be no
money with which to operate. As it is,
we have a hard time to make ends
meet. It would be a financial
impossibility to operate the hospitals
and clinics as they are without the
missionary personnel.
What do we do? By the time you
read this we will have had a Medical
Administrative
Committee
meeting—whether we can come up
with a solution to any of this we do
now know. Do we close up some of
our medical work, or is there some
other answer?
We need help! This must come from
God, not just through medical personnel, but through all of you. Those
doctors and nurses reading this article:
ask the Lord if He can use you to help
fill these gaps. If you are not in the
medical profession: Pray, Pray, Pray!

A PRODIGAL RETURNS
from page nine

campfire, when the community people
had gone home, we learned to know
each other. It was here that Mususa's
wit and stories would keep us
chuckling, or he would burst forth in a
spontaneous chorus, or would suggest
that we stop and pray for some individual on his heart.
During vacation times Mr. Mususa
worked hard to earn the rest of his
school fees. Thus the two years passed,
and g r a d u a t i o n day c a m e on
November 28, 1971. It was the end of
one kind of training and the beginning
of another. A few months later the
Zambia Church Executive Committee
chose Brother Mususa to pastor the
newly-completed Choma Church.
Here his knowledge of parts of
many languages and his understanding
of the ways of the compound will
serve him well. There will still be
many things to learn, but God will be
his teacher.
Not long ago Mr. Mususa received
a letter from his older sister in
Rhodesia. It went something like this:
"Thank God you have come back to
the Lord. From the day you left us
many years ago, I have been praying
for you. Now you belong to God again
and will be working for Him. We are
very happy."

It's a Good Thing to Give Thanks
Doyle Book
Shimonoseki, Japan
T ATELY we have been made
-^conscious in a new and different
way of the grace of the Lord as
manifested in His loving, protecting
care. This sense of thankfulness has
come through two incidents which, as
far as we can remember, are the first
of such potential seriousness that have
occurred in the years of Brethren in
Christ mission work in Japan. One
always hears or reads about such
things, but they seem rather far away.
This time they came quite close.
The first incident happened in the
first week of March. I was on a limited
express train for a half day's trip home
to Shimonoseki. Just through one
major city, there was the sudden lurch
forward as the emergency brakes were
applied . . . followed
almost
immediately by a shock that jolted the
train from front to rear. Looking out
my window I saw a large dump truck,
battered and perched on the railroad
embankment. The driver had tried to
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make it through the crossing. Fortunately neither the driver or train crew
were seriously injured, and there was
no derailment. However, the engines
were really messed up. We were
delayed for almost two and a half
hours as we backed into the nearest
city and got a new lead unit. But
throughout the delay I found myself
praising the Lord for His blessing
through a new kind of experience.
The second incident took place
March 15. While the Thomases were
gone on their weekly appointment to
Nishiichi, a gas leak occurred in a
hose. There was an explosion as the
gas ignited from the pilot in the kitchen range, and a fire broke out. But in
this incident there are so many things
which speak of the wonderful protection of the Lord. The explosion and
fire were noticed immediately by the
next door neighbor, and by a young
couple living across the street, who
had just parked in front of Thomases'

house. More neighbors came to help,
and nearby buckets and the water in
the newly-completed fish pond helped
extinguish the fire. The fire department arrived to find everything under
control.
Only the back tatami (Japanese
style) room where the fire occurred
was damaged, with very little loss of
possessions. Had the gas not ignited as
quickly as it did, or had the neighbors
not been immediately available, the
fire could have been much more
serious, even to the total loss of house
and furnishings. The owners have been
very gracious, and insurance will care
for almost all the cost of repairing the
house. Cost to the mission will be
mainly the cleaning of all the clothing
stored in the back room to remove the
smell of smoke and the chemical fire
extinguisher provided by one of the
neighbors. As we review the experience, we have to say again and
again, "God is good. Praise the Lord."
Evangelical Visitor

Another Look at the Part Time Ministry
be better equipped to carry on his allimportant ministry.
Healthy pastor-congregation image.
It seems to do something to the congregation when they see that their
pastor is willing to earn part of his
living in the same way they do. To
know that their minister works with
his hands gives them a sense of identity
with him.
Encourages delegation of responsibility. Obviously, the pastor with
a part-time job will have less time
for actual church responsibilities. He
then arranges for various members of
his congregation to become involved in
contacting families of the community,
making hospital calls, counseling, etc.
Opportunity for witnessing. Opportunities for witnessing for our «Lord
present themselves while at work. To
work alongside an unchurched man
broadens my understanding about
another way of life. I have had scores
of opportunities to share my faith, give
out literature, and lend encouragement to many a person who never
appears in church.
Contact with working men. As a
working man I come in contact with
other working men. As I rub elbows
with my fellow worker at the factory, I
am reminded of his problems, concerns, and needs.
Feeling of accomplishment. As we
preach sermons and make pastoral
calls we often notice very little definite
response. Many times the fruits for
pastoral efforts are slow coming.
When we work with our hands, as a
carpenter, punch-press operator,
school bus driver, or salesman, fruit
for our labor can be noted right now.
The product is visible, sure, solid, and
gives a sense of accomplishment.

book A Minister's Obstacles, that "a
minister must watch 'fatigue,' for in
such a state he can cause misunderstandings, divisions, e t c . "
Indeed, whatever part-time job we
secure must serve to refresh, supplement, and enhance the work of the
ministry.
Guilt feelings. The conscientious
minister will on occasion become painfully aware that the time he spends on
the job is not really directly involved in
sharing the gospel and he may feel
guilty. He has prepared himself to
preach and is convinced that the Lord
has called him as a pastor. Yet he finds
himself tied up with other work. He
needs to be convinced that there are
advantages in part-time work in his
situation and strive-toward a proper
balance of pastoral work and other
work.
Job shortages. In some communities
it is practically impossible to obtain
part-time employment. The majority
of employers say, "We want you either
full time or not at all." In certain cases
a minister can arrange a part-time selfemployment job, but these have certain limitations too.
Employee misunderstandings. There
are times when fellow workers become
jealous of the part-time preacherlaborer. They get the feeling that he
certainly is a privileged character. This
can bring discouragement and strained
relationship. But it need not be an
overconcern. Friendly and fair relationships with those with whom we
work can keep jealousies to a
minimum.
Time for reflection. While at work
there is opportunity to reflect on the
work of the pastorate, to evaluate the
experiences of the past days in congregational life. New perspective and
vision for the tasks ahead often come.
Of course we need to be careful that
we don't become so preoccupied that
we do second-rate work or get our
fingers caught in the press!

Weaknesses of the Part-Time Ministry
Not all goes well simply because a
minister has secured a part-time job!
In fact, in many situations, especially
in our larger congregations, it is indeed God's will that the minister receives full financial support. When
circumstances seem to call for a
part-time pastorate, there are several
important factors to consider.
Overwork. As pastors we can
become so bogged down with manual
labor that not sufficient time remains
for either personal devotional life,
family life, or for the pastoral responsibilities. Thus the cause of Christ
suffers. Ralph C. Turnbull says in his

Keep Preaching Central
With eyes wide open to the
weaknesses and hazards of the parttime ministry, nevertheless, as a
brotherhood we do well to seriously
study the blessings of the part-time
ministry. Whether we are engaged in a
full-time or part-time ministry, let us
keep the preaching of the Word central. Turnbull continues, "Preaching
must become a passion, and the
ministry a sacred calling or else it will
be a very humdrum affair. To lose this
conviction of the divine imperative,
'Woe is unto me if I preach not the
gospel!' (I Cor. 9:16) — is to be void
of usefulness."

Elno Steiner
circles among Christians
I NthereSOME
seems to be a trend toward the

part-time ministry. This would not
seem strange to Mennonite ministers
in the days of our forefathers, but in
the past decade our Mennonite
churches have had a strong emphasis
on a fully supported ministry.
However, the part-time ministry
deserves serious consideration today.
Allow me to share several
observations. These are based on both
a strong conviction for the pastoral
ministry and the experiences gained in
serving the past twenty years in a dual
capacity, a minister and part-time
laborer. The values listed below of
course would vary, depending on the
type of part-time employment the
minister could secure.
Values of the Part-Time Ministry
The following advantages and
values come to mind:
Smaller congregations benefit. The
part-time ministry fits the budget of
the smaller congregations. "Seventytwo percent of our organized Mennonite churches have less than 100
members." says Arnold Cressman in
the Gospel Herald, August 17, 1971.
And in reality, do we not have many
congregations with less than 50
members? It is impossible for such
congregations to secure full-time
pastors. If the pastor is glad and able
to be employed part-time, many
smaller churches will benefit, for they
can then supplement financial support
according to their ability. The need of
our smaller churches could thus be
met.
Alleviates family financial stress. To
have an understanding with your congregation concerning your work is
very important. A mutual agreement
on the approximate amount of time
spent in nonchurch work each week
allows for a bit of leeway. There will
then be less worry about bills coming
due with no money in sight to care for
them. Thus if finances need not be so
much of a concern, there will be less
family tension and the pastor will
The writer is pastor of the Waterford
Mennonite Church, near Goshen, Ind., and a
part-lime worker in a local industry. He is also
chairman of the Missions Commission of the
Indiana-Michigan
Conference
(Mennonite
Church}. This article has been adapted from
Builder published by the Mennonite Publishing
House. Used by permission.
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"What can we do in the next 42 minutes which will best
minister to the needs of these young people?"

Reflections
of a
Teacher
Louis Cober

f"PHERE WAS friendly chatter throughout the narthex
•*• as people of varying sizes and shapes were gathering
for Sunday school. While coats were being hung, and
personal appearance checked, the undertone of voices
continued between friends and classmates. The door
opened again and two sisters, who have been attending
Sunday school for less than a month, entered with their
four-year-old brother. A bit of challenge was discovered
in getting him to. his proper class group. He had loudly
announced he would be going to class with his second
grade sister.
Soon the voice of the Sunday school superintendent
could be heard over the public address system as he
directed the opening period before classes met for
individual sessions. Then came the words, "You are now
dismissed to go to your classes." There was a shuffle of
feet as pupils and teachers moved toward their assigned
areas.
I, too, followed my class of young people through one
classroom, where young adults were assembling, to our
assigned classroom. The chairs were quickly filled around
the rectangular table. There were twelve present
today—an even dozen—four boys and eight girls.
The writer is Chairman of the General Conference Commission on
Sunday School. He also serves as pastor of the Highland Brethren in
Chcisi Church near West Milton. Ohio.
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And then came the question which a teacher inevitably
faces: What can we do in the next 42 minutes which will
best minister to the needs of these young people?" I
reflect upon the composition of the group. Their interests
are diverse: scouting, music, sports, the opposite sex, etc.
Both Christian and non-Christian homes are represented.
Some come to Sunday school with little encouragement
from home. Others are professing Christians attempting
to live their faith in Christ in daily routines and schedules.
All listen respectfully and share comments and observations as we proceed with the lesson.
Now, what is really important? To be successful, must
I cover all of the lesson material in the teacher's guide?
What if a class member raises a question which is "off the
subject"? Should we be more concerned that we teach the
printed lesson, or minister to the needs of individuals?
Should we use a different teaching technique since we
know that of the twelve in class today, likely only five will
stay for the worship service which follows Sunday school?
Such are the questions considered by the conscientious
teacher. Answers must be found, but this is not always
easy.
In a Sunday school situation such as has been
described, the teacher must give attention to at least four
crucial areas: Study of the Word, worship, fellowship,
and evangelism. Let's take a look at each of these areas.
Study of the Word. The truth of the Bible will be
emphasized as its authority is established. While
methodology may change, the eternal principles are
unchanging. Using the Bible in teaching is preferable to
using a teachers guide. Teach for understanding and
application of the Scriptures, using modern English
translations and/or paraphrases as necessary.
Worship of God. Worship during class time should be
more attitude than act, motivated by reverence and love
for God. The benefits of individual and corporate
participation in worship should be emphasized and
encouraged.
Fellowship. Class members need opportunities for
interaction. Discussion and sharing in class provide
partially for this need. However, planned activities
outside of class time are essential. Let the class members
do as much of the planning and work as possible, but be
available to offer assistance and necessary guidance.
Opportunity can be given for friends (some may be
potential class members) to be invited to share in these
activities.
Evangelism. The teacher must be sure that the plan of
salvation is made clear to the class. This should be done
frequently; every Sunday is not too often if done
discreetly. Opportunity should be given to accept Jesus
Christ. It is unfair to explain how to be saved without
giving opportunity to accept this free gift of eternal life.
The teacher needs to accept this challenge on a one-toone basis outside class time as well.
This is one teacher's view, from one class, in one
Sunday school. It is not a guarantee for success. But if a
teacher prays and labors sincerely to introduce class
members to Jesus Christ as Saviour, and helps them to
grow in their faith, God will give His blessing to the
venture. The human part is to serve faithfully, and trust
the Divine for the results.
Evangelical Visitor

Youth Week 1972
For many Brethren in Christ youth groups January
30 to February 6, 1972 was Youth Week. During this
week the youth of our brotherhood were involved in
a variety of church-centered activities.
In many churches the youth had charge of the
public services. They taught Sunday school classes;
they conducted worship services; they presented
messages—in different ways; and they planned
special Sunday evening features.
Some youth groups invited guest speakers to
share with them. Several planned banquets.
Frequently the activities centered around the
suggested theme "Beyond Ourselves" and gave
opportunity for youth to become involved in service
ministries.
The reports would indicate that this was a good
week for Brethren in Christ youth with a significant
number of them developing a deeper, more
meaningful relationship with Christ and with fellow
Christians.
Following is a report from the Valley View Youth
Group in Roanoke, Virginia.

The NOW Church
Try It, You'll Like It"

*?•

On March 5, at the Valley View Brethren in Christ
Church in Roanoke, Virginia, the Holy Spirit revealed
Himself in a mighty way.
This was Youth Sunday. The teenagers taught the
Sunday school classes and were in charge of the morning
Worship Service. We used the theme: The Now Church:
"Try It—You'll Like It." For this service, we used songs
that appeal to the young and some of our young people
gave testimonies as to what the Lord means to them.
Instead of a formal message, we wrote a skit which dealt
with the problems of teenagers and how "Christ" is the
answer to all of their needs.
When the invitation was given, 22 people moved
without hesitation. Young and old alike responded.
Several came for salvation, many came for rededication,
people with grudges toward one another got right with
God and their fellow-man, and children were drawn
closer to their parents and vice-versa.
On Sunday night, we presented a youth film entitled
"Face the Music." There were 98 people present and the
majority of these were young people.
We are praising the Lord that he is letting us have a
small part in enhancing his Kingdom. It's really great to
be used of God when we're only teenagers.
Valley View Brethren in Christ Youth Group

The Current Scene
"Choose You This Day ..."
Four Elements of American life incite the spread of
drug use among young people, says Dr. Matthew
Dumont, director, Division of Drug Rehabilitation of the
Massachusetts Department of Mental Health. They are:
April 25,1972

1. The preoccupation with pleasure.
2. The artificiality of the environment.
3. The pervasive reliance on legal drugs by adults.
4. The influence of peer pressures.
He believes adults' obsession with pleasure is absorbed
by youth in the form of a basic orientation toward life
that leaves them highly vulnerable to the instant thrills
that drugs promise.
By "artificial environment" he means "the simulation
of reality . . . (and) contrivance," such as: canned
laughter, TV-prompters, quiz shows, packaged news,
political campaigns, artificial turf, synthetic food
smells—"in sum, an environment stripped of the risks of
spontaneity and the tang of the real thing."
As a result, youth are turning inward to find bedrock
reality. "This is the hooker, for the reality of our feelings
is most often measured by their intensity." At least at
first, drugs offer an intense and immediate emotional
experience.
Dr. Dumont blames doctors and the commercialism of
pharmaceutical houses for creating an environment
where there is "a pill for every purpose." The result: "a
whole generation incapable of coping with anxiety and
grief, and an ambience of pill-taking that' induces our
children to believe there is a chemical for everything,
including a world gone mad."
Peer pressure he defines as a "common identity"
among the young—a sense of belonging—based not on
old-time group identities, but rather on "the passage of a
joint (of marijuana) from one young mouth to another."
He estimates the number of relatively frequent drug users
at one in five students, ages 13 to 17.
Dr. Dumont holds that the drug problem raises issues
as old as mankind. He calls for nothing less than a new
appraisal of the meaning of life itself. "It has suddenly
become urgent for us to decide what life is all about," he
says. "Until we face up to these uncomfortable issues, we
will not have even started. Either we decide to compete
with drugs for the minds of the young, or we continue to
waste our resources and energies, flinging criminality and
psychopathology around us like confetti."

Love Spelled "LUV"
Yearbook inscriptions reflect how minds of youth
today are working. Students seem obsessed with things:
love and luck. That's not too different from the concerns
of young and old alike for centuries. However, in recent
times declarations of love have been devalued.
Young people have made love a word to be used
casually. It means no more, and perhaps even less, than
"sincerely yours" once did. Its prevalence in these
inscriptions establishes its casuainess. It is freely used at
the end of inscriptions from boys to girls, girls to girls,
and girls to boys—not, as yet, from boys to boys.
Love dominates the inscriptions, even closing off one
that's an apology from the writer for not knowing the
owner of the yearbook better. Half the time it's spelled
" l u v . " This form is also popular in teen-age
correspondence. Perhaps this distorted spelling is a tacit
admission by the writers that "luv" is something less than
what is ordinarily regarded as love. It could be that the
so-called love generation trumpets something trivial, a
mild diffused feeling of goodwill, and not love.
From Youth Today, puplished by
Inter Varsity Christian Fellowship
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Church News
Messiah College
Boyer, Thompson Lecture At Messiah
Dr. Paul Boyer lectured on April 5 on
"Women and the Social Gospel," under sponsorship of the Division of Social Sciences. In
addition to discussing the role of women in
American history, he analyzed Charles
Sheldon's In His Steps for the social gospel
implications in that Christian novel.
Dr. Boyer is an Associate Professor of
History at the University of Massachusetts and
serves as Associate Chairman of the University's history department. He has several books
in print, including Purity in Print: Book Censorship in America. He attended Upland
Academy and Upland College and is the son of
Mr. and Mrs. C. W. Boyer, Dayton, Ohio. He
completed his degree programs at Harvard
University.
On April 6 and 7, Dr. John A. Thompson,
specialist in Middle East afTairs, spoke on the
Arab-Israeli confrontation. Having been born in
Egypt and for several years a missionaryteacher there, Dr. Thompson was well prepared
to represent the Arab point of view. He has
taught at the Biblical Seminary in New York,
serves as Research Consultant with the
American Bible Society, and has contributed
many articles on Biblical subjects.
Dr. Thompson was invited to the campus by
the Division of Religion and Philosophy.
Coral Ridge Workshop
A Coral Ridge Workshop will be held on
Messiah College Campus, July 10-12, 1972.
This is the second of these summer workshops
on evangelism held at the campus. At last year's
sessions 58 individuals were enrolled.
Rev. Marlin -C. Hardman is the workshop
speaker; Robert Barr the workshop director.
The cost of the workshop, including room
and meals, is $33. Those interested in attending should contact Robert Barr, Messiah
College, for application form.

Mennonite Central
Committee
Bangladesh Rehabilitation
Projects Initiated
Mennonite Central Committee has approved
immediate action on several specific programs
of rehabilitation in Bangladesh: MCC has approved funds to reopen the Garo Baptist Union
clinic in Birishiri. This clinic was ransacked by
the Pakistan army, its roof torn off and used as a
stable.
MCC will also give immediate assistance to
the Khulna Christian Youth Association
(KCYA). This organization is engaged in planning rehabilitation projects that include relief
distribution, emergency home buildings, tube
well drilling, medical aid, a house for destitute
women, and rehabilitation of schools.
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Right: The boys of the stockade group
of the Christian Service Brigade, Elizabethtown Brethren in Christ Church, with
their leaders, race their pinewood racers
they designed and built from pine wood
kits. There are 20 boys in this group
which includes ages 8 to 11.
Asa Gutshall is the Chief Ranger assisted by Dick Slesser, John Brubaker,
Ed Zook, Walt Heisey, and Paul
Mumma.

Ten experimental low-cost houses will also be
built. The model for these has been developed by
an engineering professor in Dacca. They are
built of a thin shell of concrete plastered into a
steel wire framework. They are paraboloid
shaped, waterproof, fireproof, and can withstand 170 mph. cyclone winds.

Conference News
ALLEGHENY
CONFERENCE
On Easter Sunday morning, April 2, the
Carlisle Church welcomed eight into
membership during the morning service.
At the Cedar Grove Church a four day revival
was sponsored by the Christ Crusaders with
Rev. J. Andrew Stoner as evangelist, March 2326. Mr. and Mrs. Eldon Bert shared in a
missionary promotion service March 8 at which
time they showed the film, "The Planting of the
Lord in Africa." Rev. Eugene Heidler is the
pastor.
The Granville Church reports a gracious
revivaf March 6-19 with Rev. Lome Lichty as
evangelist. Youth Night featured an expoliceman from Altoona, Pa., singing, playing
his guitar, and giving his testimony. Rev. Harold
Rohrer is the pastor of this church.
Palm Sunday, March 26, was a time of
rejoicing and welcoming a new member into the
fellowship of the church at Five Forks. Rev.
James Esh is the pastor.
The Hollowell Church had ground breaking
services (a time of reminiscing) for a new
educational building on March 5. The meeting
was held in the original chapel, which will be
torn down for construction of the new addition.
Rev. P. W. McBeth is the pastor.

Two were received into the fellowship of the
Maytown congregation on March 19. Earl Herr
is the pastor of this church.
A Gospel music program given March 11
entitled "In the Twinkling of an Eye" related to
Christ's Second Coming at the Perkiomen
Valley Church, with Mrs. Lois Hunsberger at
the organ and Buddy Bowers at the piano. The
evening was climaxed by Bishop Henry A.
Ginder relating a message along this same
theme. March 19 was Crusader Day with the
youth participating in different ways. Rev.
Merle Brubaker was a special speaker and
Lamar Dourte led group singing.
The Refton Church welcomed seven into their
fellowship on Palm Sunday. Communion service
followed with a noon meal served in the Refton
Fire Hall. Miss Fannie Longenecker was the
featured speaker in the evening service.
In the morning service, March 26, three
people received the rite of baptism and five were
received into the fellowship of the Silverdale
Church. The pastor is Rev. Fred Geib.

CANADIAN CONFERENCE
The Ridgemount Church Hamilton, Ontario,
reports that a "Kid's Krusade" held during the
spring holidays, March 20-24, for an hour each
morning, resulted in 110 being enrolled with an
average attendance of 79. The offering of $31.36
went toward conducting Bible schools in the
northern part of Canada. Three accepted Christ
as their Saviour. Rev. John Schock is the pastor.
The Wainfleet Church combined a Deeper
Life and Missionary Conference this year. Mr.
Martin Bowker was the Deeper Life speaker
and Rev. and Mrs. James Cober and Miss Lois
Jean Sider served as missionary speakers.
February 18 a successful Father and Son banquet was held for the Boy's Brigade with Keith
McCory, a high school teacher, as featured
speaker.

ATLANTIC CONFERENCE
March 5 was Youth Day at the Manor
Church. The youth participated in both the
morning and evening services. The mothers
prepared a dinner at the church for a group of
about 50 Crusaders. The Rev. Dale Allison was
the speaker of the evening directing his message
to the youth. Eight days of refreshing revival
followed with nine of the youth taking definite
steps toward professing faith in Christ.

CENTRAL CONFERENCE
The Phoneton Church reports a special
evening service with the Cincinnati Church when
60 of their group motored to that city for a time
of fellowship and blessing, March 12.
As a result of the revival services held by Rev.
Wilbur Benner in the Pomeroy Chapel,

Evangelical Visitor
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Tennessee, five were taken into the membership
of the church. Rev. David Buckwalter is pastor
of this congregation.
Revival services where held at the Bethel
Church, Merrill, Mich., Feb. 27-Mar. 5 with
Rev. Carl Stump as evangelist with good attendance. Immediately following the Central
Conference at Ashland, Ohio. Rev. and Mrs.
Stump took a ten day tour of the Holy Land.

BIRTHS
Crider: Kelly Jo, born Dec. 11 to Mr. and
Mrs. Douglas Crider, Jemison Valley congregation, Pa.
Dixon: Tina Lynn, born Feb. 3 to Mr. and
Mrs. Dick Dixon, Wainfleet congregation,
Canada.
Ettinger: Scott Eugene, born March 3, to Mr.
and Mrs. Boyd Ettinger, Cedar Grove congregation, Pa.
Heise: Cheryl Doreen, born March 9 to Mr.
and Mrs. Dave Heise, Wainfleet congregation,
Canada.
Heisey: Carla Louise, born March 19 to
Nelson and Joyce Heisey, Mt. Pleasant congregation, Pa.
Moore: Angela Maria, born March 21 to Mr.
and Mrs. Robert Moore, Manor congregation,
Pa.
Snyder: Lonnie Lewis, born Jan. 7 to Mr. and
Mrs. Lonnie Snyder, Cedar Grove congregation, Pa.
Bert: Dawn Elizabeth, born Mar. 14 to Mr.
and Mrs. Asa Bert, Upland congregation, Calif.
Book: Ryan, born Mar. 15 to Mr. and Mrs.
Morris Book, Upland congregation, Calif.
Price: Robert Budd, born Mar. 10 to Mr. and
Mrs. Robert Price, Upland congregation,
Calif.

Church Pays Respect to Rev. Irvin W. Musser
For a generation the Missions cause was
blessed by the life and ministry of Brother
Irvin W. Musser. In 1919, when he was in his
38th year, the General Conference assigned
Brother Musser to the Foreign Mission
Board. The Board immediately assigned him
to the servant role of board secretary, a
position he filled with grace and humility for
29 years. In the sensitive task of receiving
and sending communications he was both
faithful and perceptive and was careful to
keep the confidences of missionaries.
The executive members of the board
usually met in his home for their business
sessions. Brother Musser contributed a
warm spirit of love and understanding with
his brethren. He was a man of prayer! With
Naomi, his hospitable wife, Brother and
Sister Musser's home was always open with
a warm welcome for the missionaries.
All of Brother Musser's children have
served actively in the church, three of them
giving service in Africa. Eight grandsons
accepted service assignments of one form or
another in testimony to their faith in Christ.
May the Lord, who was honored in jiis life,
continue to bless his children, grandchildren,
and great grandchildren as they witness and
serve in various places around the world.
The Board for Missions
K. B. Hoover, Secretary
Rev. Irvin W. Musser, born Sept. 9, 1881,
in East Donegal Township, passed away on
Mar. 12, 1972, at the Messiah Home,
Harrisburg, Pa.
He was the son of Eli and Mary
Wolgemuth. On Nov. 19, 1903 he was
married to Naomi Zercher who predeceased
him on Feb. 1, 1972. He is survived by four
children: Elias, Clarence, J. Earl, and Ruth;
16 grandchildren; 23 great-grandchildren;
and two sisters: Barbara Martin and Martha
Stern. A daughter, Mary, died in 1961.

Irvin W. Musser
Brother Musser served the church for
many years in congregational and
denominational ministries. He was a
minister in the Donegal district for 40 years
during which time he served as bishop for 13
years. He was a member of the Board of
Trustees of the Messiah Children's Home
for 24 years, serving as chairman for many
of these years.
In 1919 Brother Musser was chosen by the
church to serve on the Foreign Mission
Board of the denomination and was selected
by that Board to serve as secretary, which
office he held for 29 years.
The funeral service was held at the Cross
Roads Brethren in Christ Church with his
pastor, Rev. Roy Peterman, and his immediate former pastor, Rev. Benjaman E.
Thuma, officiating. Tributes were received
from the moderator of the General
Conference, Bishop H. A. Ginder; the chairman of the Board of Benevolence, Rev.
Simon Lehman, Jr.; and the secretary of the
Board for Missions, Dr. K. B. Hoover.
Interment was in the Cross Roads
Cemetery.

WEDDINGS
Geib-Heisey: Alice Deloris, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. David Heisey, Manheim, Pa., and
Stephen Lee, son of Mrs. Betty Geib, Manheim,
Pa., in the Mt. Pleasant Church with Pastor
Harry Bert officiating, March 25.
Hubbard-Fahnestock: Linda Marie, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Harold Fahnestock and
Charles Hubbard, both of Harrisburg, Pa., Feb.
26 in the Skyline View Church with Rev. LeRoy
Walters officiating.

OBITUARIES

Gingrich: Arena Leyder Gingrich, wife of the
late Charles Gingrich, was born Sept. 18,1884,
near Mifflintown, Pa., and passed away Feb. 12,
1972, in Lancaster, Pa. She was a member of the
Cedar Grove Church. She is survived by one
son, Lloyd; one daughter, Mrs. Emma Jane
Sieber; eleven grandchildren; 25 great
grandchildren; also one sister.
Funeral services were conducted from the
Cedar Grove Church with her pastor Rev.
Euguen Heidler officiating assisted by a former
pastor, Rev. Edgar Keefer. Interment in the
Lost Creek Mennonite Cemetery, Pa.
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Heisey: Margaret Long Heisey was born Feb.
9, 1911, in Roaring Springs, Pa. and passed
away Mar. 14, 1972, in Lancaster, Pa. She was
married to Henry Heisey who survives, along
with one daughter, Mrs. Arthur Vetter and three
grandchildren. Funeral services were held in the
Manor Church with Rev. J. David Harrison and
Rev. Henry N. Hostetter officiating. Interment
in the adjoining Cemetery.
Payson: Jonathan, son of Ronald and Nancy
Payson, Fonthill, Ontario, passed away in
Children's Hospital, Mar. 5, 1972, in his 6th
year. He is survived by his twin brother, Jay, and
a sister, Ruth. He was the grandson of Mr. and
Mrs. Wesley Payson, Welland, and Mrs. Ruth
Shoalts, Wellandport, Ontario.
Reagan: Georgia Henson Reagan of New
Carlisle, Ohio, passed away Mar. 9, 1972 at the
age of 77 years. She was a member of the
Phoneton Church, Ohio. Survivors are her
husband, Samuel; four daughters: Mrs. Edward
Bauer, Mrs. Carlos Cadena, Mrs. Robert
P a r k e r , M r s . Marvin Pounds; eleven
grandchildren; four great grandchildren; and
four brothers. Funeral services were held from

the Trostel Funeral Home, New Carlisle, Ohio,
with Pastor Elam Dohner officiating. Interment
in Glen Haven Memorial Gardens.
Shafer: Allen W. Shafer was born April
18,1953, and passed away Mar. 14, 1972, the
result of an automobile accident. He was the son
of Mr. and Mrs. Burton Shafer and a member
of the Paramount Church. Surviving are his
parents and three brothers: Arnold B., Carl A.,
and Dudley B.; one sister, Mrs. Arlan Martin.
Funeral services were held with Rev. P. W.
McBeth and Rev. J. Ralph Wenger officiating.
Interment in the Cedar Lawn Cemetery, Hagerstown, Md.
Williams:.Mrs. Anna Williams was born Oct.
24, 1898, and passed away Jan. 25, 1972. She
was a member of the Bethel Church, Merrill,
Mich, for more than 50 years. She is survived by
her husband, Lee; one daughter, Mrs. Bernice
Kime; one son, Laurien; 10 grandchildren; 8
great grandchildren; and three sisters. Two
children preceded her in death. Funeral services
were held from the church with Rev. Bert
Winger in charge. Interment was in the
Ridgelawn Cemetery, Michigan.
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The Contemporary Scene
77ie following report was prepared exclusively for
Christianity Today by Forrest J. Boyd, White House
correspondent for the Mutual Broadcasting System, who
was among the newsmen accompanying President Nixon
on his historic trip to Communist China:

T
ft

As one of the few Americans able to enter China since
the Communists took control of the mainland, I felt a
special responsibility to try to find out something about
the state of the Church, and what had happened to
Christian believers. Before leaving Washington I got a
briefing from people connected with World Vision's
China-watching post in Hong Kong and from the
Reverend Richard Wurmbrand, a former prisoner of the
Communists in Eastern Europe who has gathered considerable data on the plight of Christians in Marxist
lands.
At the Shanghai Airport, where we first touched ft
Chinese soil, all of us traveling with the Presidential party
were given a two-page list of places we would visit. There
were no churches on the list, so I inquired of Mao Kuohua, the interpreter assigned to me and author Theodore
H. White, whether we could visit a church. I was told the
request would be considered.
I subsequently reminded Mr. Mao of my request to
visit a church, and on our last afternoon in Peking three
of us were taken to a Catholic church not far from the
Nationalities Hotel and the Great Hall of the People.
With me were Bob Considine of the Hearst newspapers
and Hugh Mulligan of Associated Press. Both are ft
Roman Catholics. I belong to Fourth Presbyterian
Church, Bethesda, Maryland. The word-for-word transcript of our recorded conversation with the priest shows
how difficult it is to get information, how evasive and
imprecise the Chinese are in their answers, and how
impossible it is to reach a definitive conclusion as to how
much freedom of religion there really is.
I was told there are both Protestant and Catholic
churches open in China, but was unable to learn how
many or where they were. I could not find out anything
about the fate of Watchman Nee and other Christians
reportedly imprisoned.
We talked first with two members of the congregation,
who told us that the church was the largest and oldest in
Peking, that the priest in charge was Mu Jun-hua, and
that services were held every day. Then through our
interpreter we talked to the priest himself (some of our
questions were directed to the interpreter, some to the ft
priest). Western correspondents resident in Peking were
amazed that we got the interview.
Question. He looks very young. How old is he? Answer.
Over 40.

Was he ordained by the Bishop of Peking? By the
bishop of the Peking Diocese.
What year was that? 1956.
Since then the Bishop died? Right.
Do you call yourself a Father? Yes. Are you all
Catholic? Yes, we are—no, two of us are.
Is your prayer book in Chinese or is it in Latin? At
present we still use the Latin.
Despite the fact that the church is not connected with
the Vatican anymore, is the belief and the order of service
the same? The religious ceremonies, our services are the
same.
Has Father been out of China? No.
Does the government allow complete freedom of
worship? There is complete freedom for religious belief. It
is stipulated in the constitution.
Why are there no altar boys, no little boys to assist at
the services? Well, the educational undertakings in China
have developed considerably, and at the age of 7, the
children go to school. In order not to hinder their
education, the parents don't want them to come here, to
be what you call them, altar boys.
Is Father aware of the fact that a famous American
bishop named Walsh was a prisoner of the People's
Republic for about twenty years, and was released
recently? I read it in the newspaper.
During the time he was a prisoner or when he was
released? I read news items about when he was arrested,
and I also read the news item about his release. He used
the priest's cloak with religion and carried out espionage
acitivities for the CIA.
Does Father believe that? Yes.
We have heard that some Catholic believers were put in
prison at the time of the liberation. Is this true, and if so,
are they still in prison? Well, I know of no such
information regarding your question. Maybe there is such
information spread. They are slanders spread by those
people with ulterior motives, and those people who are
arrested. It is not because of their religious belief, but it is
because they have carried out counter-revolutionary
activities. That's why they were arrested. And in our
country there is full, complete freedom of religious belief.
In his answer about Bishop Walsh being an agent of the
CIA, does he believe that this applies to all of the foreign
missionaries who were in China? Were they espionage
agents? Were they considered that? Not all of the foreign
missionaries are of the type like Walsh. As you know, in
old China, China was a semi-feudal, semi-colonial coun-
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The writer is the White House correspondent for the Mutual
Broadcasting System and was among the newsmen who accompanied
President Nixon on his historic trip to Communist China. This article
appeared in the March 17 issue o/Christianity Today.
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